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Today we are delighted to welcome the Choir of Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
their director Michael Stoddart and cathedral organist Philip Smith to join  
St Matthew’s voices to perform Louis Vierne’s Messe Solennelle.  
Composed for Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris in 1906, Vierne’s setting of 
the Mass text is particularly notable due to it being scored for two organs 
and a large choir that takes full advantage of the large space in the 
church. Today the 'Grande Orgue' part will be played on the Makin digital 
organ from the West End of the Church and 'Petite Orgue' part will be 
played on the Willis organ at the East End. 

Vierne (1870-1937) was one of the most notable members of the Parisian 
organist tradition. At birth he was diagnosed with having cataracts that 
rendered him essentially blind. Nonetheless, he overcame this and went 
on to become the assistant organist to Charles-Marie Widor at St Sulpice 
Church in Paris and, from 1900-1937, the organist of Notre Dame 
Cathedral. He continued the French symphonic organ compositional style 
in the vein of his mentors César Franck and Widor, going on to compose 
six Organ Symphonies (amongst other notable organ works) that have 
the scale and complexity of an orchestral symphony and utilise the whole 
range of colours that were possible on the great Cavaillé-Coll French 
organs. Whilst Vierne struggled with a tragic personal life  
(he went through a complicated divorce, was afflicted by ill health on a 
number of occasions, and his brother died during WW1), his contributions 
to the organ repertoire and his recognisable compositional voice are 
fondly acknowledged by organists and choirs across the globe. 

Composed in five parts (Kyrie – Gloria – Sanctus – Benedictus – Agnus Dei) 
the Messe Solennelle is traditional in its structure. The Mass opens with a 
fortissimo commanding affirmation of the Kyrie text, with the central role 
of the two organs established from the onset. The more upbeat Gloria 
indicates a more joyous tone and requires a greater range of dynamic 
contrast from the organs and choir. The Sanctus and Benedictus have a 
recurring theme that builds into the ‘Hosannas’; whilst the Agnus Dei is 
the only wholly meditative movement in the Mass, bringing the piece to a 
beautiful, reflective close. 

I am particularly grateful to Ralph Cullen from Keyboard Music Systems 
for lending us the Makin digital organ. We have been fortunate enough to 
have this second instrument here in St Matthew’s for over a month now. It 
has added considerably to our Sunday worship, and performing Vierne’s 
Messe Solennelle is a suitable way to bid farewell to the instrument! 

Tom Chatterton



 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
God is the One in whom we all have life-giving purpose, 
Spirit encompassing all and yet present within us; 
breath of each birth, 
source of all beauty and worth, 
found in us all, yet mysterious. 
 
Have faith in virtue, have hope in great beauty abounding; 
hear words of love, and then listen for laughter resounding; 
when, with delight, 
we turn the darkness to light, 
God, we discern, is surrounding.  
 
Home in our world amidst wonder of life with its splendour; 
movement and colour show nature's abundant agenda; 
God is thus found 
in air and sea, on the ground; 
God is displayed by each gender. 
 
Greet the creation, the magic of each constellation; 
stars without number and planets of unknown location 
whirling around, 
far beyond sight, sense and sound, 
all share in God's incarnation. 
 
God is the One in whom we live and move and have being; 
Spirit within as we ponder our faith and believing; 
here and elsewhere, 
past, present, future to share, 
God, the beginning and ending. 

Words: George Stuart 
Tune: Lobe den Herren, later form of a chorale melody 

in the 'Stralsund Gesangbuch', 1665. TiS 111 



WELCOME 
Grace to you and peace from God our Creator, 
the love at our beginning and without end, 
in our midst and with us. 

God is with us, here we find new life. 
Liturgist: 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
where God has made a holy dwelling. 
God is in the midst of the city, it shall not be moved; 
God will help us at the break of day. 1 

Please be seated. 

FORGIVENESS 
Liturgist: 

We come seeking forgiveness and wholeness  
for ourselves and for our world. 

KYRIE 

Silence 
Holy God, 
we acknowledge we have resisted the light of your love, 
we have not fully shared the gifts entrusted to us, 
we have not treasured the gifts of our neighbours. 
We are in need of your love. 
Priest: 
God our healer whose mercy is like a refining fire: 
touch us with your justice 
and confront us with your tenderness; 
that, being forgiven and comforted by you, 
we may reach out to a troubled world. 
Amen. 2 

                                                
1 Psalm 46:4-5 



GLORIA 

THE SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

May God comfort your hearts  
and strengthen you in every good work and word. 

2 Thessalonians 2:17 

Living God, 
you call us to a new being, 
free from the fear of death: 
take away the limits 
that bind our imagination 
and choke our compassion 
that we may feel your pleasure 
in all that brings us life; 
through Jesus Christ, Amen. 3 

THE FIRST READING 
A reading from the Book of Job.  

Job 19:23-27 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE GRADUAL HYMN 
God, your almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 

                                                                                                                    
2 Daily Prayers for All Seasons p 15-16  
3  Steven Shakespeare, adapted  



Saviour, who came to give 
those who in darkness live 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 
Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving holy dove, 
speed forth your flight; 
move on the waters' face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light. 
Holy and blessèd Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide, 
let there be light. 

Words: John Marriott (1780-1825) alt. 
Tune: Moscow, adapted from Felice Giardini (1716-1796). TiS 447 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Luke  
chapter twenty, beginning at verse twenty-seven. 

Be a lamp to my feet. 
Luke 20:27-38 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

Be a light for my path. 

THE SERMON 

SILENCE 



ANTHEM 
How lovely is thy dwelling place 

                     (from Ein deutsches Requiem, op. 45)  
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

Text: Psalm 84:1, 2 & 4 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Liturgist: 

We stand to affirm our faith. 
God is with us, this we believe. 
For we have seen the signs of grace 
in every place, in every generation. 
The beauty of the creation, 
in all its pristine wonder, 
is not the only dwelling place of the Creator. 
This, our God, is born again in cities as well as stables, 
is found in holy places 
in the modern market place 
and sits with us in coffee shops 
and by the one who hopefully sings a song 
on the streets of this day. 
The Spirit dances on concrete 
and holds in comfort 
those who walk with briefcases and shopping bags. 
The God who is more than we can ever name or know 
is beside us in every work place 
and every hidden home of our body, mind and soul. 4 

Please be seated. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Liturgist:        

Let us gather our hearts and minds in prayer;  
prayer for our world and for God’s people. 

                                                
4 Dorothy McRae-McMahon “Liturgies For Pausing” p 4 



THE PEACE 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a koutou. 
A ki a koe ano hoki. 
[The peace of God be always with you. And also with you.] 

Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 
O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
that all thy Church might be for ever one, 
grant us at every Eucharist to say 
with longing heart and soul, "thy will be done." 
O may we all one Bread, one Body be,  
through this blest Sacrament of unity. 
For all thy Church, O Christ, we intercede; 
make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 
draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 
by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace: 
thus may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
through this blest Sacrament of unity. 
We pray thee too for wanderers from thy fold; 
O bring them back, good Shepherd of the sheep, 
back to the faith which saints believed of old, 
back to thy Church which still that faith doth keep: 
soon may we all one Bread, one Body be, 
through this blest Sacrament of unity. 
So, Christ, at length when sacraments shall cease 
may we be one with all thy Church above, 
one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 
one with thy saints in one unbounded love: 
more blessed still, in peace and love to be 
one with the Trinity in Unity. 

Words: William Henry Turton (1856-1938) 
Tune: Song 1, arranged from melody and bass of Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

arr. attrib. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). TiS 521 

Please be seated. 



THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Blessed are you God of all creation; 

through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Blessed be God forever. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
May God be with you. 
May the Spirit grant us wisdom. 
Let us lift up our hearts. 
We lift up our hearts in hope and praise. 
Let us give thanks to God. 
We offer our lives in joy and promise. 
In a city of a thousand strands,  
laden with the sights and sounds of God’s colourful people,  
we meet the Creator and discover the mark of God  
in both stranger and friend.  
O God of many names,  
we give you thanks that you are both mother and father to us all,  
uniting the people of the city as sisters and brothers.  
In a city of forgotten people and lost stories  
help us to listen for your good news  
amongst those left out or left behind in the busy rush. 
We give thanks for Jeremiah who prayed for the city,  
for it is here that we make our home and learn of you.  
We give thanks for prophets like Deborah  
who challenged the people and their leaders in the town square. 
Fill our hearts with an image of your son Jesus  
who embraces us as a brother  
and throws his arms wide to welcome us all.  
In the noise and in the silence, in the traffic and at home  
we give thanks for his liberating presence as we sing: 

SANCTUS 



The city was crowded with people from across the world,  
the faithful gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover:  
the festival of freedom.  

Jesus and his friends rented a room above a busy street,  
and there they shared a last meal together. 
In the quiet of the night Jesus took a piece of bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and said:  
‘This is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.’ 
He meets the needs of a hungry city.  

When everyone had finished eating  
Jesus took a cup of Passover wine, gave thanks and said:  
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this to remember me.’ 
He quenches our thirst as we search for a holy city.  5 

God here among us, light in the midst of us, 
Bring us to light, bring us to life. 

Send your Holy Spirit that we who receive this bread 
may indeed be the body of Christ, 
and we who share this cup draw strength from the one true vine. 

For you dwell in the heavenly city and make all things new; 
you are the beginning and the end, the last and the first. 

Praise, glory and love be yours, 
this and every day, 
from us and all people, 
here and everywhere. Amen. 

                                                
5 Chris Shannahan [2008], adapted  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Kua akona nei tātou e to tātou Ariki, ka waiata tātou: 
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu tōu Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.  
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei  
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.  
Murua ō mātou hara,  
me mātou hoki e muru nei,  
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.  
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:  
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria,  
Āke, ake, ake. Āmine. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

THE INVITATION 
Haere mai e te kāhui a te Atua,  
tangohia ēnei kai rangatira a te Karaiti. 
Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 
All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 
 
Communion will be served at two stations at the front. 
 
If you do not wish to take communion you may come forward for a blessing. 
 
Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 

Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation. 



 
 

BENEDICTUS 

AGNUS DEI 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We bless you, generous God 
abiding in every part of the city, 
in each other, and in the stranger, who waits with us 
for a place at the table of life. 
May we also learn the way to make room for all. 
Amen. 6 

THE BLESSING 

NOTICES 

                                                
6 Jenny Blood 



FINAL HYMN 
Praise to the living God, 
all praise be to the Name, 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
and still the same: 
the one eternal God 
before what now appears, 
the First, the Last, beyond all thought 
or timeless years! 
 
Formless, all lovely forms 
declare God's loveliness, 
holy, no holiness of earth 
can it express, 
whose love enfolds us all; 
creation speaks God's praise, 
and everywhere, above, below, 
is perfect praise. 
 
The spirit floweth free, 
high surging where it will, 
in prophet's word did speak of old, 
and it speaks still. 
Established is God's law, 
and changeless it shall stand, 
deep writ upon the human heart, 
on sea, on land. 
 
Eternal life has God 
implanted in the soul; 
such love shall be our strength 
and stay while ages roll. 
Praise to the living God! 
All praise be to God's Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
and still the same! 

Words: From the Jewish Yigdal (c.13th cent) 
Tune: Leoni, Hebrew Synagogue melody 
transcribed by Meyer Lyon (1751-1797), 

arr. Thomas Olivers (1725-1799). TiS 473 



Deacon from the rear of the Church. 

May the streets of our city be holy ground under your feet. 
Go into the city, walking in faith and hope. 

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.  

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Allegro Risoluto from Symphonie 2 in E minor, Op 20 

Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you 
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 

Hymns reproduced with permission under license #A19675, LicenSingOnline 

Cover: Notre Dame de Paris 


