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Introit 
  Matin Responsory “I look from afar . . . “ 
  Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina  (1526-94) 
 

Processional Hymn 
 Come thou Redeemer of the earth 

Come, thou, Redeemer of the earth,  
and manifest thy virgin-birth:  
let every age adoring fall,  
such grace befits the God of all. 
Begotten of no human will,  
but of the Spirit, thou art still 
the Word of God, in flesh arrayed 
the Saviour, now to us displayed. 
O equal to the Father, thou! 
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now,  
the weakness of our mortal state 
with deathless might invigorate. 
Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,  
and darkness glow with new-born light,  
no more shall night extinguish day,  
where love’s bright beams their power display. 
O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee 
eternal praise and glory be,  
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen. 

  Words: St Ambrose c. 340-97 tr. J M Neale 1818-66 
  Music: Puer Nobis Nascitur,  
  Melody adapted by M Praetorius 1571-1621 
 

Bidding Prayer 
 
Please sit 
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First Lesson 
 Advent Interpreted Carter Heyward 

 

Hymn 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 
O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home: 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery: 
O come, O come, thou Lord of Might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height, 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe: 

  Words: Latin Antiphons, tr. J. M. Neale 1818-1866 
  Music: Melody ‘adapted from a French Missal’ 
  by Thomas Helmore 1811-90 
 

Second Lesson 
 Light in the Shadow of Death Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

Choir 
 O magnum mysterium Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) 

(Translation) O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, 
that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a manger! 
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear Christ the Lord. 



 4 

 

Third Lesson 
 Edward Comes Out 

(An account from “Outspoken: Coming out in the Anglican Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand” by Liz Lightfoot)  

Hymn 
 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Hallelujah!  
God appears on earth to reign. 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in awesome majesty; 
those who have betrayed and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears:  
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers:  
with what rapture, 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
Sing Amen! Let all adore you, 
high on your eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for your own: 
O come quickly! 
Hallelujah! come, Lord, come. 

  Words: Charles Wesley 1707-88 
  Music: Helmsley, an 18th cent. English melody 

Fourth Lesson 
 Light comes into the World  Luke 2:1-7 
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Choir 
 Song to the Holy Spirit Michael CW Bell (b 1975) 

Fifth Lesson 
 Light fills the Skies Luke 2:8-14 

 

Hymn 

 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Of the Father’s love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see 
evermore and evermore. 
O that birth for ever blessed 
when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving 
bore the saviour of our race, 
and the babe, the world’s redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 
This is he whom seers and sages 
sang of old with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-expected: 
let creation praise its Lord 
evermore and evermore. 
In the heights of heaven adore him, 
angel hosts his praises sing, 
all dominions bow before him 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
every voice in concert sing 
Evermore and evermore. 

   Words: Aurelius Clememts Prudentius 348-c.413, 
  translated John Mason Neale 1827-77 
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 Music: Divinum Mysterium from  
 ‘Piae Cantiones, Theoderici Petri Nylandensis, 1582 

 Source: TiS 290 

Sixth Lesson 
 Give Praise for the Light Luke 2:15-20 

 

Choir 
 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heav’nly Light J S Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Seventh Lesson 
 Follow the Light Matthew 2:1-2, 8-11 

Hymn 
 Coldly the night winds winging 

Coldly the night winds winging, 
softly the shepherds singing, 
listen, you warring people, 
Mary’s child is born. 
No room but in a manager, 
come, O lovely stranger, 
born among the cattle, 
Lord of the Christmas morn. 
Fiercely the blast fires burning, 
ceaseless the wheels a-turning 
have you no room, who labour 
on the assembly line? 
Mary’s son beside you 
brings his grace to guide you: 
yes, come our heavenly neighbour, 
enter this heart of mine. 
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Fount of the nation’s healing, 
secret of peace revealing, 
through the world’s darkness lead us 
till your new day we see. 
Crown and cross and cradle, 
sceptre and scourge and stable, 
tears and triumph speed us 
on to your victory. 

Words: Morris Martin (c. 1942) alt. 
Music: Workers’ Carol, Paul Petrocokino (c. 1942) 

Eighth Lesson 
 Setting Captive Free 
 (A story by Bishop Gene Robinson) 

 

Choir 
 Ave, maris stella Edward Grieg (1843-1907) 

(Translation) 
Hail, O Star of the ocean,  God's own Mother blest, 
ever sinless Virgin, gate of heav'nly rest.  

Break the sinners' fetters, make our blindness day, 
Chase all evils from us, for all blessings pray.  

Keep our life all spotless, make our way secure 
till we find in Jesus, joy for evermore.  

Praise to God the Father, honour to the Son, 
in the Holy Spirit, be the glory one. Amen. 
 

 
Please stand 

Ninth Lesson 
 In the Beginning . . . John 1:1-9 

 

Lighting the Advent Candles 
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Choir 
 This is the record of John Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

Collects 
 

The Blessing 
 

Hymn 
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail,” said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
‘for known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations Laud and honour thee, 
thy Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold; 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘my soul shall laud and magnify his holy name’: 
most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 
‘most highly favoured lady’. Gloria! 

 Basque Carol, paraphrased 
  by Sabine Baring-Gould 1834-1924 

 Music: Gabriel’s Message, Basque trad. 
  arr. Charles Edgar Pettman 1866-1943 

Organ Voluntary 
 How Brightly Beams the Morning Star 
  Chorale Harmonized by J S Bach 


