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Processional Hymn 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
“Glory to the new-born King! 
peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
with th’angelic host proclaim,  
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
“Glory to the new-born King!” 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail th’incarnate Deity,  
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
“Glory to the new-born King!” 
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing: 
“Glory to the new-born King!” 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Tune: Mendelssohn, from a chorus by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 

adapted by William Hayman Cummings (1831-1915). TiS 303 



Welcome 
Come people of God,  
turn your hearts and minds to the light of Christ  
even as we turn to the warmth of our summer sun.  
Let us be ready to welcome the events and the people  
who may become turning points in our lives. 

We welcome with eyes and hearts open, 
ready to see God present in our summer world; 
in the people we meet and in the things we do. 
Liturgist:    This is what God asks of you:  
to act justly, to love tenderly,  
and to walk humbly upon our earth. 

God of grace,  
in whom we live and move and dance for joy,  
guide our steps through the complexities of life;  
widen our vision that our sight be not limited  
by what we see,  
nor our wisdom by what we know,  
nor our love by what we can accept.  
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

Sentence and Prayer for the Day 
“God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,  
crying Abba! Father!  
So you are no longer a slave but a child of God”  

Galatians 4:6-7 

Son of God, Child of Mary, 
born in the stable at Bethlehem, 
be born again in us this day 
that we too may become the children of God. 
Amen. 

 



The First Reading 
A reading from the Book of Numbers. 

Numbers 6:22-27 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

We move to the font. 

Baptism Hymn 

New child of God, come to be blessed, 
here in the Church, your life is claimed: 
signed with the cross of Jesus Christ, 
by word and water, you are named. 
 
In love and wonder you were made, 
a little lamb, like God's own Son, 
to you belongs this house of faith, 
in you will shine a hope begun. 
 
In air that's free, a land that's just,  
where children thrive and people care, 
where Christ is honoured, not denied, 
may aroha be yours to share. 
 
And as you grow, may you be led 
to know the Love who gave you light, 
to stretch and feel your spirit's wings, 
to trust, and like a bird take flight. 

Words: Shirley Murray 
Tune: Fulda, W. Gardiner’s ‘Sacred Melodies’, Vol. II, 1815 

Melody probably by William Gardiner (1770-1853) 
Source: TiS 608 

 



God’s Call 
Priest: 

E te whanau a te Karaiti / Dear friends in Christ,  
God is love, God gives us life. 
We love because God first loves us.  
In baptism God declares that love;  
in Christ God calls us to respond. 

The Presentation 
Priest: 
Emma and Tom, who do you bring for baptism? 
Parents: 
We present Annabelle Elise Chatterton to be baptised  
and made a member of the Body of Christ, the Church. 
Priest: 
From the beginning the Church has received believers by baptism. 
Believers’ children have also been baptised so that with help and 
encouragement they should grow up in Christ and by the grace of 
God serve Christ all the days of their life. 

On the day when the apostles first preached the Gospel of Christ’s 
resurrection, Peter urged his hearers 
‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you,  
in the name of Jesus the Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,  
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
For the promise is to you and to your children,  
and to all who are far away,  
everyone whom the Lord our God may call.’ 

Emma and Tom, Bobbie and Scott, 
how do you respond to this promise? 
Parents and godparents: 

We hear God’s call and ask for baptism. 
Priest: 
Do you renounce all evil influences and powers  
that rebel against God? 



Parents and godparents: 

I renounce all evil. 
Priest: 
Do you trust in Christ’s victory 
which brings forgiveness, freedom and life? 
Parents and godparents: 

In faith I turn to Christ, my way, my truth, my life,  
as I care for this child. 

May God keep you in the way you have chosen. 

The Baptism 
Priest: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
whose promise endures forever. 
Priest:  

We thank you God for your love in all creation, especially for your 
gift of water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. 
We thank you for your covenant with your people Israel; 
through the Red Sea waters you led them to freedom in the promised 
land. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptised by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
Through the deep waters of death Jesus fulfilled his baptism. 
He died to set us free and was raised to be exalted Lord of all. 
It is Christ who baptises with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 
Priest: 

We thank you that through the waters of baptism  
you cleanse us, renew us by your Spirit and raise us to new life. 
In the new covenant we are made members of your Church  
and share in your eternal kingdom. Through your Holy Spirit, 
fulfil once more your promises in this water of rebirth, 
set apart in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



 
Priest: 
Annabelle Elise, I baptise you 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. God receives you by baptism into the Church. 
Child of God, blessed in the Spirit,  
welcome to the family of Christ. 
Priest: 
We sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ. 
A candle is given and the giver says: 

Walk in the faith of Christ, crucified and risen.  
Shine with the light of Christ. 

The Affirmation 

Priest: Praise to God who has given us life. 

 Blessed be God for the gift of love. 
Priest: Praise to God who forgives our sin.  

 Blessed be God who sets us free. 
Priest: Praise to God who kindles our faith. 

 Blessed be God, our strength, our hope. 
Priest: What is your faith? 
Parents and godparents:  

I believe and trust in God the Father,  
maker and sustainer of all things; 
and in God the Son, my saviour Jesus Christ;  
and in God the Holy Spirit, giver of life and truth.  
This is my faith.  



 

 

Priest: 

How then will you care for this child? 
Parents and godparents: 

I will love this child and share my faith with her. 
Priest: 

As a community of faith we rejoice at this baptism 
and will share with Annabelle Elise, 
what we ourselves have received:  
a delight in prayer, a love for the word of God, 
a desire to follow the way of Christ, and food for the journey. 
Annabelle Elise, you are now a pilgrim with us.  
May you grow in the Holy Spirit, 
fulfil your ministry and follow Christ your whole life long. 
The priest then prays for and blesses the family: 

God bless you with wisdom and love; 
may this child find in you, your homes and families,  
Christ’s love and understanding. Amen. 

God of love, 
we thank you for our calling to be disciples of Christ. 
Help us to nurture this child in the faith we share. 
May she grow to love, worship and serve you,  
and bring life to the world. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
We return to our seats. 



The Gradual Hymn 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
you who sang creation’s story, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
come and worship Christ, the new-born King, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
watching over flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; 
yonder shines the infant Light: 
come and worship Christ, the new-born King, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Sages, leave your contemplations, 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations, 
you have seen his natal star: 
come and worship Christ, the new-born King, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Saints, before the altar bending, 
watching long in hope and fear; 
suddenly the Lord descending 
in his temple shall appear: 
come and worship Christ, the new-born King, 
come and worship, 
worship Christ, the new-born King. 

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
Tune: Iris, French traditional melody 

arr. Martin Shaw (1875-1958). TiS 309 

  



The Gospel  

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Luke,  
chapter two, beginning at verse fifteen. 

 

Luke 2:15-21 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 

The Sermon  

Reflective Music 

The Prayers of the People 
Let us be still and mindful of the world, the Church,  
this nation, our communities, and ourselves. 

The Peace 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

Blessed be Christ the Prince of Peace 
who breaks down the walls that divide. 
The peace of God be always with you 
and also with you. 
Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 

 

Shine on our path ways.-

 

May we hear wis dom.-
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Offertory Hymn 
Not on a snowy night 
by star or candlelight; 
nor by an angel band 
there came to our dear land 
Te Harinui, Te Harinui, 
Te Harinui, glad tidings of great joy. 
 
But on a sunny day 
within a quiet bay;  
the Maori people heard 
the great and glorious word: 
Te Harinui, Te Harinui, 
Te Harinui, glad tidings of great joy. 
 
The people gathered round 
upon the grassy ground;  
and heard the preacher say 
'I bring to you this day: 
Te Harinui, Te Harinui, 
Te Harinui, glad tidings of great joy. 
 
Now in this blessèd land 
united heart and hand;  
we praise the glorious birth 
and sing to all the earth: 
Te Harinui, Te Harinui,  
Te Harinui, Glad tidings of great joy,  
glad tidings of great joy. 

Words: Willow Macky 
Tune: Te Harinui, Willow Macky (1921-2006). AA 98 



The Preparation of the Gifts 
Glory be to God who flows through all creation,  
blessing us with gifts to share.  
Blessed be God forever. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Hope is among us 
We are God’s light. 
Shine then with freedom 
into all the corners of the world. 
Lest fear overcome the brilliance 
of life and light and liberty. 
All life is holy, sacred; worthy of respect and dignity. Let us give thanks 
for the power of the heart to sense the holy in the midst of the simple. 
Power and possibility of Love, we praise you and give you thanks,  
for in this season Jesus was born among us, a baby needy and naked, 
born into poverty and oppression,  in order to proclaim the gift of your 
transforming grace and justice. 
Therefore with all the faithful, living and dead, with Mary, Joseph,  
the shepherds, Magi, and angels, we proclaim your great and glorious 
name, forever praising you and singing: 
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On the night before he died Jesus took bread;  
when he had given you thanks, he broke it,  
gave it to his disciples, and said:  

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;  
do this to remember me. 

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks,  
he gave it to them and said:  

Drink this, all of you,  
for this is my blood which brings new life;  
do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 

With this bread and wine we answer the call of God. 

 
 

Empower our celebration, Spirit of promise, 
feed us with your life, fire us with your love, 
confront us with your justice, 
and make us one with all who share your gifts of love. 

Amen. 

Please be seated. 

We of fer- bread to eat with eyes and hands held

o pen.- We pass this cup to share. We take, break,

bless and give kind ling- hope ev' ry- where.
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As Christ teaches us we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the life of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

Te Powhiri       The Invitation 
Haere mai e te kahui a te Atua, 
Tangohia enei kai rangatira a te Karaiti. 
Come God’s people, come to receive Christ’s heavenly food. 
Come bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this grace. 
All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 
There is a chalice for dipping –  
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.  
If you do not wish to take communion you may come forward for a blessing. 
If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you.  

Te Taro o te Ora. The Bread of Life. 
Te Kapu o te Ora. The Cup of Salvation. 



 

 

Music during Communion 

Prayer after Communion 
Priest: 

Welcome, welcome, Jesus Christ our infant Saviour, 
baby who makes every birth holy. 

May we, who like the shepherds 
have witnessed in the stable a new kind of love 
return to our work with joy. 
May we, for whom the heavens have opened  
to proclaim that God is with us, 
we who have fed on living bread  
and drunk the wine of heaven, 
go out to be instruments of your peace,  
day by day. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 

Notices 



Recessional Hymn 
Joy to the world! The Lord has come; 
let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns; 
your sweetest songs employ. 
While fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy!  
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) (based on Psalm 98) 
Tune: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 

arr. by Lowell Mason (1792-1872). WOV 224 

Deacon from the rear of the church: 

Go now to live the Gospel. Go in peace. 
Amen. We go in the power of Love. 

Organ Voluntary 

You are invited to keep this copy of the liturgy and take it home with you  
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 

Music for Liturgical responses is by Michael CW Bell 
Hymns reproduced with permission under license #A19675, LicenSingOnline 

Prepared for printing by D. Rusakov 


