
 

Resource Material for Wedding Ceremonies 

READINGS 

 

 
The following are a selection of readings from the Bible that may be useful: 

 
New Testament 

John 2: 1 – 11 The Wedding at Cana 

John 15: 9 – 12 Dwelling in Christ’s Love 

Romans 12: 9 – 21 Love in Practice 

1 Corinthians 13 The Gift of Love 

Ephesians 3: 14 – 21 Grounded in Love 

Colossians 3: 12 – 17 The Love and Peace of Christ 

1 John 4: 7 – 16 God’s Love and Ours 

Old Testament 

Song of Solomon 2: 8 – 14 The Lovers 

Ruth 1: 16 – 18 Faithfulness 

Psalm 128 The Gift of a Family 

Psalm 121 The Lord’s Blessing 

Psalm 67 The Lord’s Goodness 

  



John 2: 1 - 11 
The Wedding at Cana 

 
 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there.  Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding.  
 
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no 
wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?  
My hour has not yet come.’  His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he 
tells you.’  
 
Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the 
jars with water.’  And they filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, ‘Now 
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’  So they took it.  
 
When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good 
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.  
But you have kept the good wine until now.’   
 
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; 
and his disciples believed in him.  



John 15: 9 – 12 
Dwelling in Christ’s Love 

 
 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  
 
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  



Romans 12: 9 - 21 
Love in Practice 

 
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour.  Do not 
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers.  
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all.  
 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it 
is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your 
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’  Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  



1 Corinthians 13 
The Gift of Love 

 
 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing.  
 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
 
Love never ends.  
 
But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we know only in part, 
and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will 
come to an end.   
 
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.  For now we 
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  Now I know only in 
part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.   
 
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 
love.  



Ephesians 3: 14-21 
Grounded in Love 

 
 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth takes its name.  I pray that, according to the riches of 
his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  I pray that you 
may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  
 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Colossians 3: 12-17 

The Love and Peace of Christ 

 
 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if 
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.   
 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful.  Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  



1 John 4: 7-16 
God’s Love and Ours 

 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love.  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also 
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  
 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 
of his Spirit.   And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his 
Son as the Saviour of the world.  God abides in those who confess that Jesus 
is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  So we have known and believe the 
love that God has for us. 
 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them.  



Song of Solomon 2: 8-14 
The Lovers 

 
 
The voice of my beloved! 

Look, he comes,  
leaping upon the mountains,  

bounding over the hills.  
 
My beloved is like a gazelle  

or a young stag. 
Look, there he stands  

behind our wall,  
gazing in at the windows,  

looking through the lattice.  
 

My beloved speaks and says to me: 
‘Arise, my love, my fair one, 

and come away;  
for now the winter is past, 
 the rain is over and gone.  
The flowers appear on the earth; 

the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtle-dove 

is heard in our land.  
The fig tree puts forth its figs, 

and the vines are in blossom; 
they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away.  

O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, 
in the covert of the cliff, 

let me see your face, 
let me hear your voice; 

for your voice is sweet, 
and your face is lovely.  
 



Ruth 1: 16-18 
Faithfulness 

 
 
But Ruth said, 
 
‘Do not press me to leave you 
   or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; 
   where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people, 
   and your God my God.  
Where you die, I will die— 
   there will I be buried. 
May the LORD do thus and so to me, 
   and more as well, 
if even death parts me from you!’  
 
When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more 
to her.  
 

 
 



Psalm 128 
The Gift of a Family 

 
 
Happy is everyone who fears the LORD, 
   who walks in his ways.  
You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; 
   you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you.  
 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
   within your house; 
your children will be like olive shoots 
   around your table.  
Thus shall the man be blessed 
   who fears the LORD.  
 
The LORD bless you from Zion. 
   May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 
   all the days of your life.  
May you see your children’s children. 
   Peace be upon Israel!  



Psalm 121 
The Lord’s Blessing 

 
 
I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
   from where will my help come?  
My help comes from the LORD, 
   who made heaven and earth.  
 
He will not let your foot be moved; 
   he who keeps you will not slumber.  
He who keeps Israel 
   will neither slumber nor sleep.  
 
The LORD is your keeper; 
   the LORD is your shade at your right hand.  
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
   nor the moon by night.  
 
The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
   he will keep your life.  
The LORD will keep 
   your going out and your coming in 
   from this time on and for evermore.  



Psalm 67 
The Lord’s Goodness 

 
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us 
   and make his face to shine upon us, 
           
that your way may be known upon earth, 
   your saving power among all nations.  
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
   let all the peoples praise you.  
 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
   for you judge the peoples with equity 
   and guide the nations upon earth. 
           
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
   let all the peoples praise you.  
 
The earth has yielded its increase; 
   God, our God, has blessed us.  
May God continue to bless us; 
   let all the ends of the earth revere him.  
 


