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St Matthew-in-the-City 

 

A spirited place where people stand, connect,  

and seek common ground 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

LOW SUNDAY 

Sunday 3 APRIL 2016 



 

Processional Hymn 
Live into hope of captives freed, 
of sight regained, the end of greed. 
Th’opressed shall be the first to see 
the year of God’s own jubilee! 
 
Live into hope the blind shall see 
with insight and with clarity, 
removing shades of pride and fear - 
a vision of our God brought near. 
 
Live into hope of liberty, 
the right to speak, the right to be, 
the right to have one’s daily bread, 
to hear God’s word and thus be fed. 
 
Live into hope of captives freed 
from chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
to faith and hope and joy and peace. 

Words: Jane Parker Huber, 1976 
Tune: Truro, melody from Thomas Williams’  

'Psalmodia Evangelica', Part II, 1789. TiS 84 



Welcome 
Priest:     
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Grace to you and peace from God our Creator, 
the love at our beginning and without end, 
in our midst and with us. 

God is with us, here we find new life. 

Liturgist: 

In this Easter season, 
we celebrate that the powers  
of despair and destruction 
do not have the final word; 
that new life can still break out; 
that love is stronger than death; 
and that nothing can stop the life, hope, 
and determination of Easter people. 

God of grace, we come today with Easter joy, 
seeking to be a people of resurrection. 
Gather us together now, 
form us into a community of your people, 
and reveal to us the Holy One. Amen. 



THE GLORIA 
Praise the living God from the earth! 
Praise God from the heavens, 
sun and moon, and shining stars, 
praise the living God! 
Praise the Holy Name, 
whose word speaks all things into being, 
who created the forces of the universe 
and the laughter of children. Praise the Holy Name! 

Praise the living God from the earth! 
Praise God from the heavens, 
sun and moon, and shining stars, 
praise the living God! 
Praise the living God: 
clouds and storms and ocean currents, 
fish in the sea and creatures of the deep, 
animals and cattle, insects and birds, 
praise the living God! 

Praise the living God from the earth! 
Praise God from the heavens, 
sun and moon, and shining stars, 
praise the living God! 
Praise the Holy Name 
who did not rely only on angels and messengers 
but came among us in person, 
whose living presence saves us! 
Praise God's Holy Name! 

Praise the living God from the earth! 
Praise God from the heavens, 
sun and moon, and shining stars, 
praise the living God! 1 

Please be seated. 

Children are invited to come forward to share in the Children's Conversation  
and there are activities on the side table. 

                                                        
1 Brian Wren (adapted) 



 

A NEW COMMANDMENT 
Hear the teaching of Christ: 
A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 

Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

The Sentence and Prayer of the Day 
Blessed are those who have not seen  
and yet have come to believe.  

John 20:28b 

God of life and hope,  
in our world where the most powerful have their way  
our trust in love and justice has been shaken.  
May our confidence in the ways of your wisdom be restored  
and our hope for peace be reawakened.  

The First Reading 
A reading from the Book of Acts. 

Acts 5:27-32 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 



The Gradual Hymn 
The Lord is risen indeed! 
Now is his work performed; 
now is the mighty captive freed 
and death's strong castle stormed. 
 
The Lord is risen indeed! 
The grave has lost its prey; 
with him is risen his ransomed seed 
to reign in endless day. 
 
Then, angels, tune your lyres 
and strike each cheerful chord; 
join, all ye bright celestial choirs, 
to sing our risen Lord. 

Words: Thomas Kelly (1769-1855) alt. 
Tune: Carlisle, Charles Lockhart (1745-1815). TiS 234 

The Gospel 
Hear the Gospel of Christ according to John,  
chapter twenty, beginning at verse nineteen. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
John 20:19-31 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

The Sermon 



 
Reflective Music 
Choral Prelude for Organ  
Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, BWV 626  

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Silence 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Liturgist:  

Let us stand to affirm our resurrection faith. 

We believe in the power of Christ 
to overcome all deaths, 
deaths in us and death in the world. 
We believe in life which rises in freedom 
and carries us in joy towards grace 
beyond our imagining, 
calling our spirits to soar in freedom 
with wings of hope 
borne high in the wonder of Easter Day. 
The gift of life will never be taken from us. 
The costly life of God will be our company 
for ever and for ever. 2 
Please be seated. 

The Prayers of the People 
Liturgist:       

Let us pray for those far and near,  
people and places, powerful and powerless,  
all for whom we are concerned. 

                                                        
2 Dorothy McRae-McMahon “Liturgies for High Days” 



The Peace 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

The peace of God be with you all. 
In God’s justice is our peace. 
E te whanau, Christ calls us to live in unity. 
We seek to live in the Spirit of Christ. 
Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 

The Offertory Hymn 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain: 
love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
In the grave they laid him, Love whom hate had slain, 
thinking that he never would awake again. 
Laid in the earth, like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Up he sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he who for the three days in the grave had lain, 
raised from the dead my living Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
then your touch can call us back to life again — 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

Words: John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958) alt. 
Tune: Noël Nouvelet, French traditional melody, harm. the Iona Community. TiS 382 



The Preparation of the Gifts 
Glory be to God who flows through all creation,  
blessing us with gifts to share.  

Blessed be God for ever. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Spirit is here. 
God’s hope is in us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to the God of peace. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

It is right and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
God our Creator and Lover. 
You make all things and call them good. 
You love us into being, you form us in your image 
and breathe into us the breath of life. 
When we turn away, and our love fails,  
your love remains steadfast. 
You deliver us from captivity, 
and bring us to a land flowing with milk and honey. 
You set before us the way of life. 

And so, with your people on earth  
and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name as we join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy One, God of power and might. 
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Bless the One who comes in the power of love. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 



 

 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
By his baptism of suffering and death 
you give your church birth into a living hope. 
Raising Jesus from the dead,  
you make a new covenant with us,  
by water and the Spirit, and deliver us into freedom. 
We who were no people are now your people, 
declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ, 
who calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

On the night when he gave himself up for us, 
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat: this is my Body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said, 
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for all,  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me 

On the third day you raised him from the dead 
and revealed him to the women 
who came to the tomb to care for his body. 
On that day he was recognized by his disciples 
in the breaking of bread. 

Break the bread for freedom. 
Pour the wine for justice. 
Celebrate this meal for all the world,  
a meal of faith and hope,  
God’s love, shared among us. 3 

                                                        
3 Jenny Blood 



And so, remembering these  
your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, 
and we praise you and we bless you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
By your spirit make us one with Christ,  
one with each other, 
and one in loving service to all the world, 
until all feast at your heavenly banquet. 4 

Blessing and honour and glory be Yours, 
here and everywhere, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka inoi tatou: 
E to matou Matua i te rangi, kia tapu tou Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai tou rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia tau e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite ano ki to te rangi. Homai ki a matou aianei  
he taro ma matou mo tenei ra.  
Murua o matou hara, me matou hoki e muru nei,  
i o te hunga e hara ana ki a matou.  
Aua hoki matou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia matou i te kino:  
Nou hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te kororia,  
Ake, ake, ake. Amine. 

                                                        
4 Richard Fabian, St Gregory of Nyssa, San Francisco 



 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the hope of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 
We sing three times: 

 

The Invitation 
Haere mai e te kahui a te Atua, 
tangohia enei kai rangatira a te Karaiti. 
Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 
All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 
There is a chalice for dipping –  
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.  
If you do not wish to take communion 
you may come forward for a blessing. 
If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you.  

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 
Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation. 
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Music during Communion  

Prayer after Communion 
Risen Christ, 
whom we have seen with our eyes 
and touched with our hands; 
the word of life in whom our joy is complete: 
send us out to declare your truth, 
your unshakable faith in the world you love. 
Amen. 5 

The Blessing 

Notices 

                                                        
5 Steven Shakespeare 



 

Final Hymn 
Light's reddening dawn gleams through the sky; 
heaven thunders forth its victory; 
alleluia, alleluia! 
the glad earth shouts her triumph high 
and groaning hell makes wild reply: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
His tomb of late the threefold guard 
of watch and stone and seal had barred; 
alleluia, alleluia! 
but now in power and triumph high 
he comes from death to victory. 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
That Eastertide with joy was bright, 
the sun shone out with fairer light, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
when to their longing eyes restored 
the apostles saw their risen Lord. 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Jesus, the king of gentleness, 
come now yourself our hearts possess, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
that we may give you all our days 
the tribute of our grateful praise. 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

Words: Anon., Latin c. 7th cent. 
tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

Tune: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from 'Geistliche Kirchengesäng”, Cologne, 1623 
arr. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). TiS 100 



 

Deacon from the rear of the Church: 

Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Go now for the Spirit of God is alive in the land. 
Amen. We go in the power of love.  
Alleluia, alleluia. 

ORGAN Voluntary 
Choral Prelude for Organ  
Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, BuxWV 198  

Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you  

to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 
Hymns reproduced with permission under license #A19675, LicenSingOnline 

 



 

 

 


