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The Christ of hope enters the city, 
riding into our lives in humility 
but with all the authority of good. 
The Christ comes among us in grace. 
 
The Christ dares to ride towards our life, 
inviting our company 
and affirming us in every trembling promise. 
The Christ comes among us in grace. 
 
Not wearing the garments of power, 
but staying in simple open-armed humanity 
and welcoming our every moment  
in the true celebration of life: 
The Christ comes among us in costly love. 
Let us bring our praises. 1 
 

A READING FROM MATTHEW 21:1-11 
 

 

REFLECTION 

                                                        
1 Dorothy McRae-McMahon “Liturgies for High Days” 



 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
E te whanau a te Karaiti,  
during Lent we have been preparing to remember  
the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 
On this day, Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem. 
He was welcomed with palms and shouts of praise. 
Today we begin our pilgrimage through Holy Week. 
While travelling the path of suffering,  
we reach out and embrace the gift of Easter –  
abundant life for all! 
 
God is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 
 
Let us give thanks to our loving God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, gracious God,  
for the acts of love by which you have drawn us to yourself. 
May these palm crosses 
signify that we are walking in the way  
that leads to fullness of life with Jesus, 
and remind us of your presence  
until we are able to gather again in person. 
Amen. 



HYMN 

     All glory, praise, and honour, 
     to thee, Redeemer, King, 
     to whom the lips of children 
     made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the king of Israel, 
thou David's royal son, 
who in the Lord's name comest 
the king and blessèd one. 

     All glory, praise, and honour. . . 

The company of angels 
are praising thee on high, 
and mortal folk and all things 
created make reply. 

     All glory, praise, and honour. . . 

The people of the Hebrews 
with palms before thee went: 
our praise and prayer and anthems 
before thee we present. 

     All glory, praise, and honour. . . 

To thee before thy passion 
they sang their hymns of praise: 
to thee now high exalted 
our melody we raise. 

     All glory, praise, and honour. . . 

Thou didst accept their praises: 
accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, 
thou good and gracious king. 

     All glory, praise, and honour. . . 
Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821),  

tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) alt. 
Tune: St Theodulph. TiS 333 



THE JOURNEY OF HOLY WEEK 

A dramatic reading. 

ANTHEM 
Hosanna filio David                           Tomás Luis de Victoria 

PRAYERS 

THE SILENCE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Kua akona nei tātou e to tātou Ariki, ka inoi tātou: 
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu tōu Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.  
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei  
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.  
Murua ō mātou hara,  
me mātou hoki e muru nei,  
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.  
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:  
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria,  
Āke, ake, ake. Āmine. 

THE BLESSING 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Voluntary in A minor                                       William Boyce 


