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Ecotheology –
A reframing of theology 

For generations we have asked: 
Who are you Lord? What does 
salvation mean?  

Prolonged reflection on the 
meaning of the cross. Not a 
transaction, but a  movement of 
love and radical solidarity

Reading the bible from the 
perspective of women, post-
colonial peoples, blacks, slaves, 
the poor 

And finally the earth



Ecotheology is like a picture 

We have always 
concentrated on the drama 
in the room (salvation for 
people, who is in, who is 
out) 

But there is also an outside 
–including nature

And a frame 



Creation Matters 

When we acknowledge we must look at 
Scripture through the lens of nature, 
nature is profoundly present: 

Romans 8

The creation waits in eager expectation for 
the children of God to be revealed. 

We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present time.

Col 1:15-17
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.



Because creation matters we should not be 
surprised that the warnings in Scripture are all 
about the natural world 

Ez 12:19 Say to the people of the land: 'This is what 
the Sovereign Lord says about those living in 
Jerusalem and in the land of Israel: They will eat 
their food in anxiety and drink their water in 
despair, for their land will be stripped of everything 
in it because of the violence of all who live there.”

Rev 7 

The great ordeal, or tribulation 

Parallels the IPCC

The world should expect an ordeal 

Infrastructure will be overwhelmed

Temperatures will soar 

Flooding and storms will become widespread

Forests, fish, mammals, trees are all dying



a little history: why ecotheology has been 
around for fifty years  

Lynn White Jr  50 years ago 

◦ Science: The Historical Roots of  our

Ecological Crisis ‘67

Christians are responsible because of: 

Dominion 

Utilitarian view of  nature 

The solution from within—
Franciscan mysticism

50 years later: Pope Francis Laudato si’



Theological frames that are counter-productive 

Premillennialism 

Penal understandings of  
atonement

Predestination 

Almost all Christians live 
in a much wider 
Resurrection reality 

◦Easy to think God will 
figure it out 

◦Passive and determinist 



Reframing our theologies 

From dominion to care and participation 

Covenant is the way God honors the 
entanglement within space and time 

Activism rather than passivism 

Mystical connection to nature 

Repentance and conversion  

Vision and not just disaster 



Reframing: Resurrection, 
Incarnation, time, and covenant 

What is salvation, Lord? 

God didn’t just rise from the dead, God became entangled with 
matter 

Christ became a human, a hominin, a primate, a mammal, a 
living creature with DNA, made of  dirt and stardust and full of  
communities of  bacteria

Christ is entangled with matter 



Humans are 
in covenant 
with God

◦ Our future and God’s future are 
entangled

◦ God is in solidarity with us
◦ Our choices matter Even though gospels 

seen through the eyes of  prophecy it is 
obvious that what happened, the choices 
people made led to the death of  Jesus 

◦ Joshua says Choose Life…
◦ Covenant is a binding agreement in time 

and history . 

◦ . 



Activism: Narnia and the gifts 

The Pevensie children given gifts 

In the end it mattered whether 
they remembered to wake  up and 
use them. 

We possess the gifts. The time is 
now! 



Beyond creation care
Beyond good stewardship 
beyond utilitarian views

To Participation in Nature as the portal to divinity 

As an all embracing source of  knowledge of  God 

Mysticism: The Franciscan way 



Creation is a revelation of God 

a home for God 

a temple for God. 

Creation is a grace 

an overflow of the goodness and beauty that God is.
Meister Eckhart

Medieval mysticism



June 17 2007

The idea of a universe that is self-subsistent—

standing entirely on its own, fully operational 

and intelligible, independent of anything 

outside itself—is both odd and modern. In the 

course of human experience it is an 

extraordinary concept, defying the shared 

wisdom of virtually all peoples, almost 

everywhere outside of Western Europe and its 

sphere of influence. And even within this orbit it 

is distinctively, and in its fully articulated 

configuration, exclusively modern …Nature as a 

whole becomes an externality, with nothing 

behind it and nothing within it



June 17 2007

…But far less celebrated at the time..was
another poetics operating at the other, Eastern 
end of the Mediterranean, one that had already 
grasped with much greater clarity the 
connection between (1) the sense of a unified 
life of nature and (2) the sensibility for a second 
side, another side, a third dimension of nature. 
In the Psalter, that classic anthology of Hebrew 
poetry and song, is to be found an aesthetic 
appreciation of the inner life. .. Here nature 
presents a face here, expresses an inner life, 
only because it is at the same time disclosed as 
being turned radically and ecstatically toward a 
distance unto which all the resonance of that 
life is directed, and from which that life is itself 
derived.

◦ Nature’s Other Side: The Demise of Nature and the 
Phenomenology of Givenness Bruce V. Foltz in 
Rethinking Nature, ed. Foltz & Frodeman



repentance 

To turn around.  Metanoia 

Christians know how to do this.

Christians already have 
community and organization and 
space –Civil Rights  Movement 

Liberation theology 

A NASA image 



Restoration and vision, always paired 
with judgment  

Rev 21

Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea…And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Now the dwelling of God is 
with humans, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and 

be their God.

Isaiah 

The wolf will live with the lamb,  the 
leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling 
together; 
… They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain, for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 



VISION




