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Saint Matthew-in-the-City 
Saturday, 3rd April 2010  

The Great Vigil of Easter 
 
 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
Outside the church, fire is kindled; after which the 
Celebrant says: 
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in 
which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, 
the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout 
the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the 
Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word 
and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory 
over death. 
 
The Celebrant says 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your 
people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new 
fire, and inflame us with new hope.  Cleanse our hearts 
in this Paschal feast; through Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly 
kindled fire, 
Celebrant:  May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 
The Celebrant then knocks on the door of the church 
three times. 
 
From within the church: 
Who seeks entry? 
 
People We are Christians.  We come to await the 
Paschal Mystery. 
 
The celebrant hands the candle to the deacon, who, 
preceded by the thurifer, leads the procession into the 
darkened church, pausing three times to sing: 
 
           The light of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation’s candles are lighted from the 
Paschal Candle at this time.  The Paschal Candle is 
placed in its stand. 
 
The Cantor, standing near the Candle, chants the 
opening to the Exsultet, perhaps the most ancient of 
Christian hymns: 
 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and 
let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our  

 
 
 
mighty King.  Rejoice and sing now, all the round 
earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has 
been vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be 
glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in 
radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. 
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 
pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing 
the worthy praise of this great light. 
 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
The Exsultet                                          arr. By D. Meus 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Let us now listen attentively to God's holy word, 
recalling how God saved people throughout history and, 
in the fullness of time, sent Jesus to reveal the way of life 
in the midst of death. 
 
Through this Easter celebration, may God bring to 
fruition  the saving work begun in us. 
 
Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea: Exodus 14:10-15:1 
 
The Song of Moses                           Cantemus Domino 
 
Liturgist:  Let us pray.     (Silence) 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth 
even to our own day, you once delivered by the 
power of your mighty arm your chosen people from 
slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of your 
transforming love by the water of Baptism: Grant 
that all the peoples of the earth may know true 
freedom and justice. 
Amen. 
 
A new heart and a new spirit:  Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 
The First Song of Isaiah                                Ecce Deus 
 
Liturgist:  Let us pray.     (Silence) 
Loving God, who in the Paschal mystery 
established the new covenant of reconciliation: 
Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of 
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Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what 
they profess by their faith; as did Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The valley of dry bones:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Psalm 30                    Exaltabo te Domino by W. Boyce 
 
Liturgist:  Let us pray.     (Silence) 
Source of life, by the Passover of Jesus you have 
brought us out of death into life: Grant to those 
who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the 
power to resist evil and to proclaim with their lives 
your love for the world; in the name of all that is 
holy. Amen. 
 
The gathering of God's people:  Zephaniah 3:12-20 
 
Psalm 98                               Cantate Domino by Pitoni 
 
Liturgist:  Let us pray.     (Silence) 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: 
Look with favour on your Church that the whole 
world may see and know that things which were 
cast down are being raised up, and things which 
had grown old are being made new, through you 
who is within, between and beyond us. Amen. 
 
The candles at the Altar are lit from the Paschal 
Candle in darkness.  Lights are turned on. 
 
Liturgist    Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People      Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The Gloria 

The Sentence and Prayer of the Day 

“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is 
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.” 
                                     Mark 16:6  

Together we pray. 

The powers of death cannot defeat the living God!  
You are freedom overcoming captivity, you are 
hope overcoming despair, you are love overcoming 
hate.  Raise our eyes to see you as new possibilities 
dawn.  Amen.  

Please sit for the reading 

The First Reading 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
 Romans 6:3-11 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual Hymn 

The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness, 
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over, 
with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil, 
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection light; 
and listening to his accents, 
may hear so calm and plain 
his own "All hail!" and, hearing, 
may raise the victor strain. 
 
Now let the heavens be joyful! 
Let earth her song begin! 
The round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein! 
Let all things seen and unseen 
their notes in gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord hath risen, 
our joy that hath no end. 

Words: John of Damascus (ca. 675-749), ca. 750; 
trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), 1853  

The Gospel  

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Mark, chapter 
sixteen, beginning at verse one 
Praise and glory to God 

 Matthew 28:1-10 
This is the Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to Christ, the Word. 

The Homily  

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
The baptismal waters are poured. 
The celebrant says 
My sisters and brothers, let us ask God to bless this 
water which we shall use to recall our baptism. May God 
renew us and keep us faithful to the Spirit we have all 
received. 
 
Gracious God, this night your people keep prayerful 
vigil. Be with us as we recall the wonder of our creation 
and the greater wonder of our redemption. Bless this 
water: it makes the seed to grow; it refreshes and makes 
us clean. 
 
You have made of it a servant of your loving kindness: 
through water you set your people free, and quenched 
their thirst in the desert. With water the prophets 
announced a new covenant that you would make with 
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us.  By water, made holy by Christ in the Jordan,  you 
made us anew in the bath that gives new life. Let this 
water remind us of our baptism into the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Amen. 
 
As we tonight celebrate the resurrection of  Jesus Christ 
from the dead, we remember that through the paschal 
mystery we have died and been buried with Him in 
Baptism, so that we may rise with Him to a new life 
within the family of his Church.  Now that we have 
completed our observance of Lent, we renew the 
promises made at our Baptism, affirming our allegiance 
to Christ, and our rejection of all that is evil. 
 
THE COMMITMENT TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE: 
The liturgist says 
Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve 
God.  From the beginning, believers have continued in 
the apostle's teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers. 
 
Will you commit yourself to this life? 
We will, with God's help. 
Will you forgive others as you have been forgiven? 
We will, with God's help. 
Will you seek to love your neighbour as yourself, and 
strive for peace and justice? 
We will, with God's help. 
Will you accept the cost of following Jesus Christ in 
your daily life and work? 
We will, with God's help. 
With the whole Church will you proclaim by word and 
action the Good News of God in Christ? 
We will, with God's help. 
The celebrant asperges the congregation with the 
baptismal waters saying 
From death to life, we have been baptised into Christ. 
 
BAPTISM 
The liturgist then says 
Who comes to be baptised? 
 
Candidate: I, Nessie, come to be baptised and 
welcomed as a member of the Church. 
 
Nessie we are glad that you have come here today.  
Why do you want to be baptised? 
 
[Candidate makes her own response] 
 
What does the church have to offer Nessie? 
 
[A parishioner responds] 
 
Nessie, we baptise you in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen.  Woman of Spirit, gift to us, welcome to the 
family of humanity, God’s family. 
 
We sign you with the sign of the cross - a sign of hope.  
May you continue to grow in the love of God. 
 
Parishioner: We give you this candle as a symbol 
of the light of God in Jesus Christ.  May you always be 
warmed and enlightened by the presence of God’s 
love. 
 
Let us pray: 
We thank you, God of surprises and joy, for our 
invitation to be followers in the way of Jesus.  Help 
us to nurture Nessie in faith.  May she seek, in 
companionship with others, to bring grace, hope, 
and happiness to the world.  Amen. 
 
The Affirmation. 
 
Let us now stand and celebrate the faith into which we 
have been baptised: 
 
We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our Judge and our Hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Nessie you are on a journey with us.  May you grow in 
the Spirit of compassion, fulfil your dreams, and 
follow God your whole life long. 
 
The Peace 
Blessed be Christ the light of the world 
who shines in our hearts and actions. 
The peace of Christ be always with you 
and also with you 
The Offertory Hymn 
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
Of triumphant gladness! 
God hath brought His Israel 
Into joy from sadness: 
Loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke 
Jacob's sons and daughters, 
Led them with unmoistened foot 
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Through the Red Sea waters. 
 
'Tis the spring of souls to-day: 
Christ hath burst His prison 
And from three days' sleep in death 
As a sun hath risen. 
All the winter of our sins, 
Long and dark, is flying 
From His light, to whom we give 
Laud and praise undying. 
 
Now the queen of seasons, bright 
With the royal day of splendour, 
With the royal feast of feasts, 
Comes its joy to render; 
Comes to glad Jerusalem, 
Who with true affection 
Welcomes in unwearied strains 
Jesus' resurrection. 
 
Neither might the gates of death, 
Nor the tomb's dark portal, 
Nor the watchers, nor the seal, 
Hold Thee as a mortal. 
But to-day amidst the Twelve 
Thou didst stand, bestowing 
That Thy peace which evermore 
Passeth human knowing. 
  

Words: John of Damascus, c.750, tr. by John M. Neale, 1859 
Music: St Kevin, Arthur S. Sullivan, 1872 

The Preparation of the Gifts 
Glory be to God who flows through all creation, 
blessing us with gifts to share. May we learn to give 
generously, receive graciously and judge not those 
who do neither. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Alleluia! The Spirit is here. 
God’s hope is in us 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God 

Let us give thanks to the God of peace 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

You said, "Let there be light"; there was light. 
Your light shines on in our darkness. O God of light and 
life, of love ever-renewed, proclaiming Yes to all that 
Jesus is and all that he said and did and suffered, we give 
you praise and glory, bursting the gates of hell, 
destroying sin and death, rendering the powers helpless 
to harm, bringing all humanity from death to life, giving 
your people eternal life, gladdening our hearts, giving us 
joy. 
 

Therefore with the faithful, with angels and archangels 
and all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great 
and glorious name, forever praising you and singing: 
 
Holy, holy, holy One, God of pow’r and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest.  
Bless the One who comes in the power of love. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, in the highest. 

Praise and glory to you, God of the resurrection, on the 
night before he died your Son, Jesus, took bread; and 
when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his 
friends, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is 
given for you; do this to remember me. 
 
After supper he took the cup; when he had given you 
thanks, he gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new 
covenant which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to 
remember me. 
 
Break the bread for freedom. Pour the wine for 
justice. Celebrate this meal for all the world –a 
meal of faith and hope, God’s love, shared among 
us. 

Come now, disturbing Spirit of God, breathe on these 
bodily things and make us one body in Christ. 
Open our graves, unbind our eyes, and name us here; 
touch and heal all that has been buried in us, that we 
need not cling to our pain, but may go forth with power 
to release resurrection in the world. 
 
United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth 
and heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of 
everlasting praise. 
 
Blessing, and honour and glory be yours, here and 
everywhere, now and forever. Amen. 

Three-fold Alleluia                                        Palestrina 

Together we pray. 
Eternal Spirit,  
Life-giver, Pain-bearer, Love-maker,  
Source of all that is and that shall be,  
Father and Mother of us all,  
Loving God, in whom is heaven:  
The hallowing of your name echo  
through the universe!  
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples 
of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain 
our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another,  
forgive us. 
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In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power  
that is love, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, for we all share 
the one bread. 

The Invitation 
Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds, 
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 
 
At Communion: 
Ubi Cantus et Amor                                     M. Deruflé 
O Sacrum Convivium    Byrd 
Ego Sum Panis Vivus    Byrd 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Filled with a Spirit that calls us and the entire 
world beyond what we ever thought was possible, 
we leave this table strengthened with food for the 
journey and a vision of life as it can be; one diverse 
family, living in justice and peace. Amen 

 
Final Hymn 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Words: Compleat Psalmodist, 1749 
Easter Hymn (Lyra Davidica, 1708; 

arranged by William Henry Monk, 1823-1889) 
 
Liturgist 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Go now for the Spirit of God is alive in the land. 
Amen. We go in the power of love. Alleluia.Alleluia. 

The congregation is invited to party with the Risen 
Christ following the service

 


