
 



 

 

INTROIT 

O Lord, increase our faith               Henry Loosemore (1600-1670) 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Community of Christ, 
who made the cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 
for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong, 
whose children are of every race and every song. 
 
Community of Christ, 

 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash  
 
When menace melts away, 

 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one forevermore. 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020) 
Tune: Leoni, Hebrew Synagogue melody transcribed by Meyer Lyon (1751-1797), 

arr. Thomas Olivers (1725-1799). TiS 473 

 



WELCOME 

Grace to you and peace from God our Creator, 
the love at our beginning and without end, 
in our midst and with us. 

God is with us, here we find new life. 

Liturgist: 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

where God has made a holy dwelling. 

God is in the midst of the city, it shall not be moved; 

God will help us at the break of day. 1 

BENEDICITE AOTEAROA 

O give thanks to God who is good, whose love endures for ever. 
Sunrise and sunset, night and day 

 

You prophets, priests, cleaners and clerks,  
professors, programmers, teachers and learners, 
seekers, discoverers, drivers and doctors 

 

You sweepers, diplomats, writers and artists,  
grocers, carpenters, students and shop workers,  
homemakers, mystics, aid workers and lawyers 

 

                                                 
1 Psalm 46:4-5 



 

 

white cloud, all saints and martyrs of the South Pacific 

 
2 

Please be seated. 

FORGIVENESS 
Liturgist: 

We come seeking forgiveness and wholeness  
for ourselves and for our world. 

 

[Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy] 

Ian Render. Tune: Newlands Road. FFS 13 

Silence 

                                                 
2 NZPB p 63, adapted 



Holy God, 
we acknowledge we have resisted the light of your love, 
we have not fully shared the gifts entrusted to us, 
we have not treasured the gifts of our neighbours. 
We are in need of your love. 

Priest: 

God our healer whose mercy is like a refining fire: 
touch us with your justice and confront us with your tenderness; 
that, being forgiven and comforted by you, 
we may reach out to a troubled world. 
Amen. 3 

THE SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it;  
the river of God is full of water; you water the land abundantly, 
settling its ridges, softening it with showers,  
and blessing its growth.                                                       Psalm 65:9 

Living Word, sow the seeds of your wisdom deep with us. 
In our baptism may we know your profound love. 
Give us passion to serve you and your world. 
Amen. 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

Thanks be to God. 

                                                 
3 Daily Prayers for All Seasons p. 15-16  



 

THE GRADUAL HYMN 

Wash, O God, our sons and daughters 
where your cleansing waters flow. 
Number them among your people, 
bless as Christ blessed long ago. 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; 
compass them with love and light. 
Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, 
holy dove and heart's delight. 
 
We who bring them long for nurture; 
by your milk may we be fed. 
Let us join your feast, partaking 
cup of blessing, living bread. 
God, renew us; guide our footsteps; 
free from sin and all its snares, 
one with Christ in living, dying, 
by your Spirit, children, heirs. 
 
O how deep your holy wisdom! 
Unimagined, all your ways! 
To your name be glory, honour! 
With our lives we worship, praise! 
We your people stand before you, 
water-washed and Spirit-born. 
By your grace, our lives we offer. 
Recreate us; God, transform! 

Words: Ruth Duck (b. 1947) 
Tune: Hyfrydol, melody by Rowland Huw Prichard (1811-1887). TiS 217(i) 

 

 



 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Matthew,  
chapter thirteen, beginning at verse one. 

 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

 4 

THE SERMON 

SILENCE 

ANTHEM 

O for a closer walk with God  

Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

                                                 
4 Music by Michael CW Bell 



We move to the font. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

The priest says: 

 
God is love, God gives us life. 
We love because God first loves us. 
In baptism God declares that love; 
in Christ God calls us to respond. 

THE PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM 

The candidate for baptism is presented: 

I present Georgia Emily to be baptised  
and made a member of the Body of Christ, the Church. 

The priest says: 

From the beginning the Church has received believers by baptism. 
On the day when the apostles  

 
Peter urged his hearers 

baptised, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus the Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is to you and to your children, 
and to all who are far away, everyone whom 
the  

Georgia, how do you respond to this promise? 

Candidate:  



The priest says to the candidate and godparents: 

Do you turn away from what could separate you from God  
and do you desire to know the love of God in your life? 

The candidate and godparents reply: 

I do. 

The priest says: 

 
which brings forgiveness, freedom and life? 

The candidate and godparents reply: 

In faith I turn to Christ 
my way, my truth, my life. 

People: 

May God keep you in the way you have chosen. 

THE BAPTISM 

The priest stands by the water for baptism, and says: 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

People: 

whose promise endures for ever. 

The priest prays: 

We thank you God for your love in all creation, 
especially for your gift of water 
to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. 
We thank you for your covenant with your people Israel; 
through the Red Sea waters 
you led them to freedom in the promised land. 
In the waters of the Jordan 
your Son was baptised by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
Through the deep waters of death Jesus fulfilled his baptism. 
He died to set us free 
and was raised to be exalted Lord of all. 
It is Christ who baptises with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

Amen. Come Holy Spirit. 



We thank you that through the waters of baptism 
you cleanse us, renew us by your Spirit and raise us to new life. 
In the new covenant we are made members of your Church 
and share in your eternal kingdom. 
Through your Holy Spirit, fulfil once more your promises 
in this water of rebirth, 
set apart in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom, 
thanksgiving and honour, power and might, 
be to our God for ever and ever. 
Amen! 

The priest baptises the candidate for baptism,  
by pouring water on the candidate, saying: 

Georgia Emily, I baptise you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
God receives you by baptism into the Church. 
Child of God, blessed in the Spirit, 
welcome to the family of Christ. 

The priest makes the sign of the cross on the baptized with oil, saying: 

We sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ. 

A lighted candle is given by a godparent, who says: 

Walk in the faith of Christ crucified and risen. 
Shine with the light of Christ. 

THE AFFIRMATION 

The congregation, the newly baptised, respond in these affirmations. 

Praise to God who has given us life. 
Blessed be God for the gift of love.  

Praise to God who forgives our sin. 
Blessed be God who sets us free. 

Praise to God who kindles our faith. 
Blessed be God, our strength, our hope. 



The priest says to all those present who are baptised Christians: 

Let us, the baptised, affirm that we commit our lives to Christ. 

All respond: 

Blessed be God, blessed be Jesus! 

The priest then says to the newly baptized and godparents: 

What is your faith? 

The newly baptized and godparents respond: 

I believe and trust in God the Creator, 
maker and sustainer of all things; 
and in God the Son, my Saviour Jesus Christ; 
and in God the Holy Spirit, giver of life and truth.  
This is my faith. 

Priest:  

As a community of faith we rejoice at this baptism 
and will share with Georgia 
what we ourselves have received: 
a delight in prayer, a love for the word of God, 
a desire to follow the way of Christ,  
and food for the journey. 
Georgia you are now a pilgrim with us. 
May you grow in the Holy Spirit, 
fulfil your ministry and follow Christ you whole life long. 

God of love, 
we thank you for our calling to be disciples of Christ. 
Help us to nurture Georgia in the faith we share. 
May she grow to love, worship and serve you, 
and bring life to the world. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 o te Atua ki a koutou. 

A ki a koe ano hoki. 

[The peace of God be always with you. And also with you.] 

Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 



 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 5 

Take my gifts and let me love you, 
God who first of all loved me, 
gave me light and food and shelter, 
gave me life and set me free. 
Now, because your love has touched me, 
I have love to give away; 
now the bread of love is rising, 
loaves of love to multiply! 
 
Take the fruit that I have gathered 
from the tree your Spirit sowed, 
harvest of your own compassion, 
juice that makes the wine of God; 
spiced with humour, laced with laughter  
flavour of the Jesus life, 
tang of risk and new adventure, 
taste and zest beyond belief. 
 
Take whatever I can offer  
gifts that I have yet to find, 
skills that I am slow to sharpen, 
talents of the hand and mind, 
things made beautiful for others 
in the place where I must be: 
take my gifts and let me love you, 
God who first of all loved me. 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020) 
Tune: Talavera Terrace, Colin Gibson. AA 127 

 

                                                 
5 for electronic 
giving option: text stmatthew to 818 to make a fast one off or ongoing donation 
by credit card to St Matthew-in-the-City. Or you can download the PUSHPAY app 
from Apple Store or Google Playstore and search for St Matthew-in-the-City. 



 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



In a city of a thousand strands,  
laden with the sights  people,  
we meet the Creator and discover the mark of God  
in both stranger and friend.  

O God of many names, we give you thanks that you are both 
mother and father to us all,  
uniting the people of the city as sisters and brothers.  

In a city of forgotten people and lost stories  
help us to listen for your good news  
amongst those left out or left behind in the busy rush. 

We give thanks for Jeremiah who prayed for the city,  
for it is here that we make our home and learn of you.  

We give thanks for prophets like Deborah  
who challenged the people and their leaders in the town square. 

Fill our hearts with an image of your son Jesus  
who embraces us as a brother  
and throws his arms wide to welcome us all.  
In the noise and in the silence, in the traffic and at home  
we give thanks for his liberating presence as we sing: 

 



The city was crowded with people from across the world,  
the faithful gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover:  
the festival of freedom.  
Jesus and his friends rented a room above a busy street,  
and there they shared a last meal together. 
In the quiet of the night Jesus took a piece of bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and said:  

body which is given for you  
He meets the needs of a hungry city.  
When everyone had finished eating  
Jesus took a cup of Passover wine, gave thanks and said:  

 
He quenches our thirst as we search for a holy city. 6 

 
Send your Holy Spirit that we who receive this bread 
may indeed be the body of Christ, 
and we who share this cup draw strength from the one true vine. 
For you dwell in the heavenly city and make all things new; 
you are the beginning and the end, the last and the first. 

 
Please be seated. 

                                                 
6 Chris Shannahan [2008], adapted 



 

 

Kua akona nei t tou e to t tou Ariki, ka waiata t tou: 

E t  m tou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu t u Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai t u rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia t u e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite an  ki t  te rangi.  
H mai ki a m tou ianei he taro m  m tou m  t nei r .  
Murua  m tou hara,  
me m tou hoki e muru nei,  
i  te hunga e hara ana ki a m tou.  
Aua hoki m tou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia m tou i te kino:  
N u hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te kor ria,  

ke, ake, ake. mine. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

We sing three times: 

 

Taizé, Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 



THE INVITATION 

 
 

Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 

All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 

There is a chalice for dipping   
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.  

If you do not wish to take communion 
you may come forward for a blessing. 

If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you.  

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 

Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

A tender shoot                                 Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907) 

Come down, O love divine     Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We bless you, generous God 
abiding in every part of the city, 
in each other, and in the stranger, who waits with us 
for a place at the table of life. 
May we also learn the way to make room for all. Amen. 7 

THE BLESSING 

NOTICES 

                                                 
7 Jenny Blood 



FINAL HYMN 
Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 
the people of God from his table take leave. 
The supper is ended: may now be extended 
the fruits of his service in all who believe. 
The seed of his teaching, our hungry souls reaching, 
shall blossom in action for all humankind. 
His grace shall incite us, his love shall unite us 
to work for his kingdom, his purpose to find. 
 
With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living 
the tasks of our everyday life we will face, 
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
embracing as neighbours all those of each race. 
One feast that has fed us, one light that has led us, 
unite us as one in his life that we share. 
Then may all the living, with praise and thanksgiving, 
give honour to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Words: Omer Westendorf (1916-1997) alt. 
Tune: The Ash Grove, Welsh traditional melody. TiS 531 

Deacon from the rear of the Church. 

May the streets of our city be holy ground under your feet. 
Go into the city, walking in faith and hope. 

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.  

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Marcia Eroica                          Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 

 

 

 
We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you 

to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 

Music for Liturgical responses is by Matthew Howes 

Hymns reproduced with permission under license A-609859, One License 


