


 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 
Called to ministries of grace, 
We respond with deep commitment 
Fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, 
Side by side and friend with friend, 
Equal partners in our caring 

 
 

 
 

Let us follow, never faltering, 
Reconciling folk on earth. 
Men and women, richer, poorer, 

 
Blending human skills together 
Gracious gifts from God unfold. 
 
So God grant us for tomorrow 
Ways to order human life 

 
With a calm that conquers strife. 
Make us partners in our living, 
Our compassion to increase, 
Messengers of faith, thus giving 
Hope and confidence and peace. 

Words: Jane Parker Huber (1926-2008) 
Tune: Blaenwern, William Penfro Rowlands (1860-1937). TiS 590 



 

WELCOME 

Grace and peace to you from God. 

God fill you with truth and joy. 

Liturgist:      

Be with us, Spirit of God;  
for nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God;  
and fill us with your loving presence. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God;  
and bring strength, healing and peace. 

 

God of our days and years,  
we set this time apart to be still. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may reflect you. Amen. 1 

 

THE GLORIA 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Church of England 



 

 

 

 

 

Words: Jenny Blood. Music: Michael Bell 

Please be seated. 

Liturgist: 

We come seeking forgiveness and wholeness  
for ourselves and for our world. 



FORGIVENESS 

 

[Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy]  2 

Silence 

God of life, 
in our indifference and helplessness 
we destroy your creation; 
we condone violence and ignore suffering; 
we do not act with compassion and justice. 
Breathe on us, God, this day, 
that we might be whole again. 3 

Priest:        God forgives us, forgive others, forgive yourself. 

THE SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let justice roll down like waters,  
and righteousness like an everflowing stream.                Amos 5:24 

God of compassion, you thirst for justice; 
give to us all the vision of your way 
and the gifts to bring your way to birth; 
sharing your scandalous grace with all in our midst. 
Amen.

                                                 
2 Ian Render. Tune: Newlands Road. FFS 13 
3 Jenny Blood  



PSALM 119:129-136 
Chant: John Goss (1800-1880) 

Your instruction is wonderful, 
therefore I keep it with all my heart. 

The unfolding of your word gives light, 
and those who are untaught receive understanding. 

I open my mouth and sigh 
with longing for your commandments. 

Turn to me and be merciful to me: 
as is your way with those who love you. 

Keep steady my footsteps, according to your promise, 
and let no evil get mastery over me. 

Rescue me from human oppression, 
so that I may keep your precepts. 

Let your face shine on your servant, 
and teach me your decrees. 

Tears stream from my eyes 
because people do not heed your law. 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from Epistle to the Romans. 

Romans 8:26-28, 35-39 

 

Thanks be to God. 

THE GRADUAL HYMN 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you, 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
we are travellers on the road, 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 



 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear, 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping, 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you, 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we've seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love, and agony. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you, 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

Words: Richard Gillard (b. 1953). Tune: Richard Gillard, arr. V. Fleetwood. AA 8 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Matthew,  
chapter thirteen, beginning at verse thirty-one. 

 
Mt 13:31-33, 44-52 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

 4 

                                                 
4 Music: Michael Bell 



 

 

THE SERMON 

SILENCE 

ANTHEM 

Almighty and everlasting God       Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Liturgist:        

Let us pray for those far and near, people and places,  
powerful and powerless, all for whom we are concerned. 

THE PEACE 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 

A ki a koe ano hoki. 

[The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.] 

Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 



 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN 5 

God has laid a feasting table, 
 

From the highways and the byways 
all the lost have now been found. 
When we hear the invitation 
will we lay our burdens down? 
  
At this table all are welcome, 
no-one need be left behind. 
God is greater than our difference, 
Christ can see where we are blind. 
When we hear the invitation 
will we love all humankind? 
  
God is crying out for justice, 
Christ is weeping in the street. 
When will be the time for laughter? 
When will all have food to eat? 
When we hear the invitation 

 

Words: Shawn Whelan 
Tune: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879). TiS 142 

 

                                                 
5  
for electronic giving option: text stmatthew to 818 to make a fast one off or 
ongoing donation by credit card to St Matthew-in-the-City.  
Or you can download the PUSHPAY app from Apple Store or Google Playstore and 
search for St Matthew-in-the-City. 



THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is right to give you thanks, Creator of all, 
for your voice alone brought light and life to birth when all began. 
You called each one of us to be, 
and named us with the name that you alone could speak. 
You called us to be lovers of creation, 
and to care for each other as you had cared for us. 
 



 

 

But we betrayed your trust 
and we in turn became the victims of betrayal. 
The bond of trust became the bondage of division:  
male and female, Jew and Gentile, 
slave and free, oppressor and oppressed. 

Yet you in your love did not desert us, 
but instead Jesus came among us to seek us out, 
to gather in the lost and outcast. 
He threw open the doors of freedom, 
casting out the darkness of our hearts 

 

In place of judgment, Jesus gave us compassion; 
in place of condemnation, healing. 
And even as he came to share our suffering,  
he called us to be witnesses, 
to follow in the way that led to the cross; 
and to see with our own eyes the depths of your forgiveness. 
Therefore, with all that have life in him, we praise you and sing: 

 



 

 
 
On the night before he died,  
our friend and brother Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
 

Do this in  

After supper he took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to the disciples and said: 

 
This is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Therefore, loving God, we offer this bread and wine,  
giving thanks for his death and resurrection: 

 

 

 



 

Now, as was promised, send us your loving Spirit, 
that this bread and this cup may represent 
the life-giving presence of your Christ,  

and make us one in your covenant of love. 

Give us courage not to cling to what is past,  
but to proclaim the freedom of new life, as together we sing: 6 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Kua akona nei t tou e to t tou Ariki, ka inoi t tou: 

E t  m tou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu t u Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai t u rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia t u e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite an  ki t  te rangi.  
H mai ki a m tou ianei  
he taro m  m tou m  t nei r .  
Murua  m tou hara,  
me m tou hoki e muru nei,  
i  te hunga e hara ana ki a m tou.  
Aua hoki m tou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia m tou i te kino:  
N u hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te kor ria,  

ke, ake, ake. mine. 

                                                 
6 The Great Thanksgiving is adapted from a service from St Gregory of Nyssa, San Francisco 



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

We sing three times: 

 

THE INVITATION 

Haere mai e te kahui a te Atua, 
tangohia enei kai rangatira a te Karaiti. 

Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 

All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 

There is a chalice for dipping   
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.  

If you do not wish to take communion 
you may come forward for a blessing. 

If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you.  

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 

Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

Cantique de Jean Racine                     Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924) 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God, whom we know in love and graciousness,  
we accept with gratitude all that lies within this sacred feast. 

May we carry into the world the bread which brings life 
and the wine of compassion for all who wait in longing. 
This we pray in your name. Amen. 7 

THE BLESSING 

NOTICES 

FINAL HYMN 

Here in the busy city  
now let the Church be seen 
where lesser gods are worshipped  
in money and machine; 
where news is but sensation,  
the Good News hardly heard  
now let the Church take action  
in living out the Word! 
 
In policies and planning,  
the Church be there to speak 
to moderate the powerful,  
to argue for the weak;  
where law must sit in judgment  
and love is little known,  
there at the crisis centre  
the Christ concern be shown. 
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Here in the busy city  
God walks on every street 
in generous or greedy,  
the honest or the cheat, 
and daily we must offer  
the good that goes unpriced 
with vigour and with vision  
the lifestyle of the Christ. 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020) 
Tune: Wolvercote, William Harold Ferguson (1874-1950). TiS 595 

Deacon from the rear of the Church: 

Go now for the Spirit of God is alive in the land. 

Amen. We go in the power of love. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Heroic Prelude                                       Hubert Bath (1883-1945) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you 
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 

Music for Liturgical responses is by Paul Chan 

Hymns reproduced with permission under license A-609859, One License 


