
 
 



 

 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Sing praise to all  
that has offered us life and sustains us  
all that has opened our hearts  
to the love borne within us:  
family and friends, 
beauty we see without end  
gifts that our lives lay before us. 
 
Sing praise to all  
that has opened our minds to new vistas  
all that has called us to seek out new truths through the ages: 
vision and word, 
music that sought to be heard  
these are the gifts that will mould us. 
 
Sing praise to minds  
that will fashion our bold new tomorrows   

 
released from its dogma and credos. 
Evermore free 
to live out what we believe 
walking the path that Life hallows. 

Words: Gretta Vosper 
Tune: Lobe den Herren, later form of a chorale melody  

in the 'Stralsund Gesangbuch', 1665. TiS 111 
 



 

WELCOME 

Grace and peace to you from God. 

God fill you with truth and joy. 

Liturgist:      

Be with us, Spirit of God;  
for nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God;  
and fill us with your loving presence. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God;  
and bring strength, healing and peace. 

 

God of our days and years,  
we set this time apart to be still. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may reflect you. Amen. 1 

 

THE GLORIA 
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Words: Jenny Blood. Music: Michael Bell 

Please be seated. 

Liturgist: 

We come seeking forgiveness and wholeness  
for ourselves and for our world. 



FORGIVENESS 

 

[Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy]  2 

Silence 

God of life, 
in our indifference and helplessness 
we destroy your creation; 
we condone violence and ignore suffering; 
we do not act with compassion and justice. 
Breathe on us, God, this day, 
that we might be whole again. 3 

Priest:        God forgives us, forgive others, forgive yourself. 

THE SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Know that I am with you.  
I will keep you safe wherever you go.                          Genesis 28:15 

Divine reaper, 
who judges without vengeance or fear: 
free us from our desire to repay evil with evil; 

 
shape us by hope unseen for the victory of love. Amen. 4

                                                 
2 Ian Render. Tune: Newlands Road. FFS 13 
3 Jenny Blood  
4 Steven Shakespeare, adapted 



 

PSALM 86:11-17 
Chant: E. Edwards 

Show me your way O Lord, 
that I may walk in your truth, 
let my heart rejoice in reverence for your name. 

I will praise you O Lord my God with all my heart, 
and glorify your name for ever. 

For great is your steadfast love for me, 
you have delivered my life from the pit of death. 

O God the proud have risen against me, 
the ruthless seek my life, and pay no heed to you. 

But you are a God of compassion and mercy, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. 

Turn to me then and have mercy, 
give your strength to your servant, 
and save the son of your handmaid. 

Give me a sign of your favour, 
that those who hate me may see it, 
and be put to shame, 
because you Lord have been my help and my comfort. 

THE FIRST READING 

A reading from the Book of Genesis. 

Genesis 28:10-19a 

 

Thanks be to God. 



THE GRADUAL HYMN 

 
arohaina mai. 

 
 

 
 
Takahia ki raro, tau e kino ai;  

 
 

 
 

 
 

puta i te  
 

 
 

Words: Traditional Maori hymn 
Tune: Tama ngakau marie, traditional Maori hymn. AA 128 

THE GOSPEL 

Hear the Gospel of Christ according to Matthew,  
chapter thirteen, beginning at verse twenty-four. 

 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

 5 
                                                 
5 Music: Michael Bell 



 

 

THE SERMON 

SILENCE 

ANTHEM 

Ave maris stella                                    Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Liturgist:        

Let us pray for those far and near, people and places,  
powerful and powerless, all for whom we are concerned. 

THE PEACE 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 

A ki a koe ano hoki. 

[The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you.] 

Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 



THE OFFERTORY HYMN 6 

For the fruits of all creation,  
thanks be to God. 
For the gifts to every nation,  
thanks be to God. 
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,  
silent growth while we are sleeping,  
future needs in earth's safe-keeping,  
thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labour, 
God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbour, 
God's will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 

Words: Frederick Pratt Green (1903-2000) 
Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos, Welsh traditional melody 

arr. as in the English Hymnal, 1906. TiS 168 

 

                                                 
6  
for electronic giving option: text stmatthew to 818 to make a fast one off or 
ongoing donation by credit card to St Matthew-in-the-City.  
Or you can download the PUSHPAY app from Apple Store or Google Playstore and 
search for St Matthew-in-the-City. 



THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is right to give you thanks, Creator of all, 
for your voice alone brought light and life to birth when all began. 
You called each one of us to be, 
and named us with the name that you alone could speak. 
You called us to be lovers of creation, 
and to care for each other as you had cared for us. 
 



 

 

But we betrayed your trust 
and we in turn became the victims of betrayal. 
The bond of trust became the bondage of division:  
male and female, Jew and Gentile, 
slave and free, oppressor and oppressed. 

Yet you in your love did not desert us, 
but instead Jesus came among us to seek us out, 
to gather in the lost and outcast. 
He threw open the doors of freedom, 
casting out the darkness of our hearts 
and greeting us as God  

In place of judgment, Jesus gave us compassion; 
in place of condemnation, healing. 
And even as he came to share our suffering,  
he called us to be witnesses, 
to follow in the way that led to the cross; 
and to see with our own eyes the depths of your forgiveness. 
Therefore, with all that have life in him, we praise you and sing: 

 

 



 

 
 
On the night before he died,  
our friend and brother Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to the disciples and said: 

all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Therefore, loving God, we offer this bread and wine,  
giving thanks for his death and resurrection: 

 

 

 



 

Now, as was promised, send us your loving Spirit, 
that this bread and this cup may represent 
the life-giving presence of your Christ,  

and make us one in your covenant of love. 

Give us courage not to cling to what is past,  
but to proclaim the freedom of new life, as together we sing: 7 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Kua akona nei t tou e to t tou Ariki, ka inoi t tou: 

E t  m tou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu t u Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai t u rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia t u e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite an  ki t  te rangi.  
H mai ki a m tou ianei  
he taro m  m tou m  t nei r .  
Murua  m tou hara,  
me m tou hoki e muru nei,  
i  te hunga e hara ana ki a m tou.  
Aua hoki m tou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia m tou i te kino:  
N u hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te kor ria,  

ke, ake, ake. mine. 

                                                 
7 The Great Thanksgiving is adapted from a service from St Gregory of Nyssa, San Francisco 



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 

We sing three times: 

 

THE INVITATION 

Haere mai e te kahui a te Atua, 
tangohia enei kai rangatira a te Karaiti. 

Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 

All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 

There is a chalice for dipping   
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.  

If you do not wish to take communion 
you may come forward for a blessing. 

If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you.  

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 

Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

Geistliches Lied                             Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God, whom we know in love and graciousness,  
we accept with gratitude all that lies within this sacred feast. 

May we carry into the world the bread which brings life 
and the wine of compassion for all who wait in longing. 
This we pray in your name. Amen. 8 

THE BLESSING 

NOTICES 

FINAL HYMN 

Maker of mystery, 
dreamer of what will be, 
well-spring and fertile ground of all our growing: 
tending the buried seed, 
foreseeing every need, 
you draw us into life beyond our knowing. 
 
Christ, strong and living vine 
spreading through space and time, 
deep-rooted in the love of God our Mother: 
dying, you live and share 
your strength with us, to bear 
ripe fruit in season for the life of others. 
 
 
 

                                                 
8 Dorothy McRae-  



 

Wild Spirit, springing green, 
coiled in the depths unseen, 
promise of seed within the fruit maturing: 
new life, you grow and swell, 
burst from the outgrown shell, 
hundredfold yield in every age ensuring. 
 
Living and loving God, 
sing in the pulse of our blood; 
help us to know you in your own creation, 
love you, the life of all, 
serve you and hear your call 
from our first forming to our full salvation. 

Words: Marnie Barrell 
Tune: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). TiS 398 

Deacon from the rear of the Church: 

Go now for the Spirit of God is alive in the land. 

Amen. We go in the power of love. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Trumpet Tune in E flat                      David Johnson (1922-1987) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you 
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 

Music for Liturgical responses is by Paul Chan 

Hymns reproduced with permission under license A-609859, One License 


