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INTROIT 
Jesu, the very thought of me         Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Light's reddening dawn gleams through the sky; 
heaven thunders forth its victory; 
alleluia, alleluia! 
the glad earth shouts her triumph high 
and groaning hell makes wild reply: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

His tomb of late the threefold guard 
of watch and stone and seal had barred; 
alleluia, alleluia! 
but now in power and triumph high 
he comes from death to victory. 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

That Eastertide with joy was bright, 
the sun shone out with fairer light, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
when to their longing eyes restored 
the apostles saw their risen Lord. 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus, the king of gentleness, 
come now yourself our hearts possess, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
that we may give you all our days 
the tribute of our grateful praise. 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

Words: Anon., Latin c. 7th cent. 
tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

Tune: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from 'Geistliche Kirchengesäng”, Cologne, 1623 
arr. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). TiS 100 



WELCOME 
Priest: 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Grace to you and peace from God our Creator, 
the love at our beginning and without end, 
in our midst and with us. 
God is with us, here we find new life. 
Liturgist: 

In this Easter season, 
we celebrate that the powers  
of despair and destruction 
do not have the final word; 
that new life can still break out; 
that love is stronger than death; 
and that nothing can stop the life, hope, 
and determination of Easter people. 
God of grace, we come today with Easter joy, 
seeking to be a people of resurrection. 
Gather us together now, 
form us into a community of your people, 
and reveal to us the Holy One. Amen. 

THE GLORIA 

 

Praise the Holy Name, 
whose word speaks all things into being, 
who created the forces of the universe 
and the laughter of children. Praise the Holy Name! 



 
Praise the living God: 
clouds and storms and ocean currents, 
fish in the sea and creatures of the deep, 
animals and cattle, insects and birds, 
praise the living God! 

 
Praise the Holy Name 
who did not rely only on angels and messengers 
but came among us in person, whose living presence saves us! 
Praise God's Holy Name! 

1 
Please be seated. 
                                                        
1 Words: Brian Wren (adapted) 



A NEW COMMANDMENT 
Hear the teaching of Christ: 
A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. 
Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

THE SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Love bears all things, believes all things,  
hopes all things, endures all things.  
Love never ends.                                                        1 Corinthians 13:7 

God of new creation, 
from the womb of earth 
you raised the Lord of life: 
may we receive the word of women 
who braved the soldier’s spears 
and met him in the dawning light; 
may we live with morning joy 
that love will never die, 
through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life. 
Amen. 2 

THE FIRST READING 
A reading from the Book of Ruth. 

Ruth 1:16-19a 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE GRADUAL HYMN 
Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
                                                        
2 Steven Shakespeare  



O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes, in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
Let holy charity 
my outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
true lowliness of heart, 
which takes the humbler part, 
and o‘er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 
And so the yearning strong,  
with which the soul will long,  
shall far outpass the power of human telling;  
for none can guess its grace  
till they become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes her dwelling. 

Words: Bianca of Siena (c.1345 – c.1412) 
tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890) 

Tune: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). TiS 398 

THE GOSPEL 
Hear the Gospel of Christ according to John,  
chapter twenty, beginning at verse eleven. 

 

John 20:11-18 

This is the Gospel of Christ.  

 



THE SERMON 

ANTHEM 
Panis angelicus                                      César Franck (1822-1890) 

Silence 

BLESSING OF A MARRIAGE 
Heather Le Cocq and Elle Estcourt 

VOWS OF INTENTION  

BLESSING OF THE RINGS  

THE PRAYERS 
E te Atua aroha 
Whakarongo mai ki tā mātou īnoi. 

[God of love] [hear our prayer]. 

MARRIAGE BLESSING  

THE PEACE 
Please stand for the Greeting of Peace. 

The peace of God be with you all. 
In God’s justice is our peace. 

E te whanau, Christ calls us to live in unity. 
We seek to live in the Spirit of Christ. 
Please turn and greet those around you with peace. 



THE OFFERTORY HYMN 3 
Where the light of Easter Day 
shines through our life, then faith can say, 
Christ is living, Christ is moving, 
Christ is changing all the world. 
Here is God’s good kingdom! 
 
Where the yeast of love will rise, 
bubbling with God’s new enterprise, 
Christ is living, Christ is moving, 
Christ is working through the world. 
Here is God’s good kingdom! 
 
Where a child can grow in trust, 
where there is joy that powers are just, 
Christ is living, Christ is moving, 
Christ will colour all the world. 
Here is God’s good kingdom! 
 
Where the harvests ripen in peace, 
where all the sounds of gunfire cease, 
Christ is living, Christ is moving, 
Christ is healing all the world. 
Here is God’s good kingdom! 
 
Where the Spirit’s flame burns bright, 
where there is health and truth and light, 
Christ is living, Christ is moving, 
Christ will resurrect the world. 
Here is God’s good kingdom! 

Words: Shirley Murray 
Tune: Crusader, Jillian Margaret Bray (1939-2018). HioS 153 

                                                        
3 During this hymn there is a collection to support St Matthew’s;  
for electronic giving option: text stmatthew to 818 to make a fast one 
off or ongoing donation by credit card to St Matthew-in-the-City.  
Or you can download the PUSHPAY app from Apple Store or Google 
Playstore and search for St Matthew-in-the-City. 



 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Glory be to God who flows through all creation,  
blessing us with gifts to share.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



 

 

It is right and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Creating God. 
In you all things are good. 
You love us into being, you form us in your image 
and breathe into us the breath of life. 
When we turn away, and our love fails,  
your love remains steadfast. 
Your love delivers us from captivity, 
and brings us into lands flowing with milk and honey. 
You set before us the way of life. 

And so, with the people of earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name as we join their unending hymn: 



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus. 
By his baptism and death 
you give your church birth into a living hope. 
In Christ, risen from death,  
you make a new covenant with us  
by water and the Spirit, and deliver us into freedom. 
We are now your resurrected people, the living body of Christ. 
declaring life, hope and justice. 

On the last night Jesus shared a meal with his friends, 
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat: this is my Body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said, 
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for all,  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me. 

On the third day he was revealed to the women 
and was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of bread. 

4 

                                                        
4 Words by Jenny Blood 



And so, remembering these  
your mighty acts in Jesus the Christ, 
we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, 
and we praise you and we bless you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
By your spirit make us one with Christ,  
one with each other, and one in loving service to all the world, 
until all feast at your heavenly banquet. 5 

 

Please be seated. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Kua akona nei tātou e to tātou Ariki, ka inoi tātou: 
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi,  
kia tapu tōu Ingoa.  
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.  
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai ki runga ki te whenua,  
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.  
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei  
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.  
Murua ō mātou hara,  
me mātou hoki e muru nei,  
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.  
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;  
engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:  
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria,  
Āke, ake, ake. Āmine.

                                                        
5 Richard Fabian, St Gregory of Nyssa, San Francisco, adapted 



 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break this bread to share in the hope of Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  
for we all share the one bread. 
We sing three times: 

 

THE INVITATION 
Haere mai e te kahui a te Atua, 
tangohia enei kai rangatira a te Karaiti. 
Come, bringing your varied faiths and backgrounds,  
for all are welcome to share in this act of communion. 

All are welcome to come and receive the bread and wine;  
there are gluten free wafers, just ask the serving priest. 
There is a chalice for dipping –  
simply hold the bread in front of you to signify your choice.  
If you do not wish to take communion 
you may come forward for a blessing. 
If the stairs are a barrier please sit in the front pews  
and communion will be brought to you.  

Te Taro o te Ora. The bread of life. 
Te Kapu o te Ora. The cup of salvation. 



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
Jesu bleibet meine Freude (from Church Cantata BWV 147) 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Risen Christ, 
whom we have seen with our eyes 
and touched with our hands; 
the word of life in whom our joy is complete: 
send us out to declare your truth, 
your unshakeable faith in the world you love. 
Amen. 6 

THE BLESSING 

NOTICES 

FINAL HYMN 
Wisdom far beyond our knowledge, 
Word of endless mystery, 
God, in whom is comprehended 
all that was, is now, will be, 
you have set us free to wander, 
world on world, through time and space, 
haunted by the hope of heaven, 
nurtured by your constant grace. 
                                                        
6 Steven Shakespeare 



Unimaginable lover, 
faithful to eternity, 
God, fulfilling and indwelling 
all that was, is now, will be, 
we can never stray beyond you, 
loving Presence, you are here: 
called to join your great adventure, 
forth we go to find you there. 
 
Beating heart of all creation, 
first and final unity, 
God who draws all things together, 
all that was, is now, will be, 
we have heard your distant music, 
shared your dream of harmony: 
now we go as reconcilers, 
makers of community. 
 
Focus of our search for meaning, 
truth in our perplexity, 
God the One by whom we measure 
all that was, is now, will be, 
centre of our heart's devotion, 
magnet of our questing mind, 
spirit's birth and soul's companion, 
journey's end in you we find. 

Words: Colin Gibson 
Tune: Coronation Road, Colin Gibson. HIOS 157 

Deacon from the rear of the Church: 

Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Go now for the Spirit of God is alive in the land. 
Amen. We go in the power of love.  
Alleluia, alleluia. 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to keep this copy of the Service and take it home with you  
to share with another member of your family, or with a friend. 

Music for Liturgical responses is by Michael CW Bell 

Hymns reproduced with permission under license A-609859, One License 
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