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Welcome to St Matthew’s. You are invited to participate 
fully in this Liturgy.  The parts for the Congregation are 
printed in bold type. 

Instrumental Music 

Call to Worship 
E te whanau a te Karaiti, every year at 
Easter, we celebrate the triumph of Love 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this 
celebration and to practice with discipline 
daily turning to God, listening and waiting 
upon the source and power of our living. 
We begin this season by acknowledging our 
mortality, our ultimate powerlessness, and 
our ultimate reliance upon the ever-potent 
Love called God. 

Hymn 
My song is love unknown, 
my Saviour’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown,  
that they might lovely be. 
O who am I  
that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh, and die? 
In life, no house, no home 
my Lord on earth might have; 
in death, no friendly tomb 
but what a stranger gave. 
What may I say?  
Heav’n was His home; 
but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 
Here might I stay and sing, 
the story so divine; 
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine. 
This is my friend,  
in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 

Words: Samuel Crossman 1624-83 
Music: Love Unknown, John Ireland 1879-1962 

Source: TiS 341 

Psalm: The Heart of Stone 
There are times when I’ve cried out,  
“God, give me back my heart of stone 
and a ladder so that I can climb 
up to my head and live there 
with doors and windows shut on feeling. 
God, God, I’m tired of all the hurt. 
For a little while, let me live 
a second-hand life.  Let me tread 
the safe path of other people’s ideas. 
Just let me drop this awesome responsibility 
you have given me,  
to grow through love and pain.” 
Then I remember what it’s like 
to exist with a heart of stone. 
How cold and dead I felt inside, 
and how divided the world was 
when viewed without love in my heart. 
Remembering, I pour myself before God 
and whisper into His waiting,  
“My God, there is no going back.  
It has to be a soft heart,  
one that is always vulnerable  
to the love and wounding 
which is life,  
which is growth,  
which is You.” 
Keep within me, my God, 
the heart of flesh. 

Joy Cowley 

The Reading  
A reading from the Book of the prophet Joel 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Penitential Prayer 
“I call heaven and earth to witness that I have 
set before you life and death… choose life”  

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 
“As you, God, are in me and I am in you, may 
they also be in us that the world may believe 
that you sent me.  The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.” 

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 
May the God of mercy, justice, and 
compassion 
pardon you and set you free. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
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Collect 
Together we pray 

Source of all love and mercy, 
you hate nothing you have made. 
Challenge us to forgive ourselves for 
those actions unworthy of the divine 
within us: 
Create a new and contrite heart within us, 
that forsakes condemning ourselves and 
others. 
Open us to your spirit  
that we may be a beacon of your love. 
Amen. 

Hymn  
Teach us, O loving heart of Christ, 
what only love can say: 
”God, forgive” and still forgive 
the blindness of our way. 
Torn is the world you came to save – 
it bleeds from hands and side, 
slow is your Church to bear the scars 
where suffering love has died. 
We have not healed our neighbour’s hurt 
nor learned our neighbour’s tongue: 
across the span of creed and race 
your song is not yet sung. 
We have not found your way of peace 
when lack of peace is death: 
we have not fed with word or bread 
the hunger of the earth. 
Christ in whose hands were thrust the 
nails 
and yet for us could pray – 
forgive the things we have not done, 
the words we do not say. 

Words: Shirley Murray 
Music: St Fulbert, H.J. Gauntlett 1805-76 

Source: AA 130 / TiS 56 

 

The Gospel Reading 
The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew, 
chapter six, beginning at the first verse. 

Praise and glory to God. 
Matthew 6:1-8 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to Christ the Word. 

The Homily 

Reflective Music  

The Blessing and Imposition of Ashes  
We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of 
ashes.  This ancient sign speaks of the frailty 
and uncertainty of human life, calls us to turn 
to God, and place our hope in Love alone. 

Gracious God, you have created us out of the 
dust of the earth. May these ashes remind us 
of our mortality and need, and remind us of 
your precious gifts of life and hope. Amen. 

The congregation are invited to come forward 
to receive the imposition of ashes. 
The priest will mark the forehead of each 
person with ashes, using the following words: 

      Remember you are dust, 
      and to dust you shall return. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As Christ teaches us we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your  will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
May Divine Wisdom hold us in the palm of Her 
hand 
And breathe into us gently Her life-giving 
Spirit. 
May the light of the new dawn break over us 
Bringing insight, fresh courage and hope. 
And may the fierce passion of the Love that is 
God 
Send us out like sparks to set the world on 
fire. 
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Final Hymn  
The day thou gavest, Lord, has ended, 
the darkness falls at thy behest; 
to thee our morning hymns ascended, 
thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 
We thank thee that thy Church 
unsleeping, 
while earth rolls onward into light, 
through all the world her watch is 
keeping, 
and rests not now by day or night. 
As o’er each continent and island 
the dawn leads on another day, 
the voice of prayer is never silent, 
nor dies the strain of praise away. 
The sun that bids us rest is waking 
our brethren ‘neath the western sky, 
and hour by hour fresh lips are making 
thy wondrous doings heard on high. 
So be it, Lord, thy throne shall never, 
like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, 
till all thy creatures own thy sway. 

Words: John Ellerton 1826-93 
Music: St Clement, Clement Scholefield 1839-1904 

Source: TiS 458 

 
 
We leave in silence  
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A reading from the Book of the prophet Joel 
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy 
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for 
the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 
darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a 
great and powerful army comes; their like has never 
been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to 
come.  

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your 
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the 
Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 
from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn 
and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain 
offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God? 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn 
assembly; gather the people. Sanctify the 
congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, 
even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his 
room, and the bride her canopy. Between the vestibule 
and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 
weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and 
do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword 
among the nations. Why should it be said among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”  
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The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew,  
chapter six, beginning at the first verse. 
 

All: Praise and glory to God. 
 

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order 
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven. “So whenever you give alms, 
do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 
may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward.  But when you give alms, do not 
let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 
so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; 
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and 
at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  

But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. “When you 
are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard 
because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for 
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  
 
This is the gospel of Christ. 
 
All: Praise to Christ the Word. 


